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SUBJECT: SOVIET EMBOFF INQUIRES ON AFGHANISTAN COUP 

1 . SOVIET FIRST SECRETARY ALEXANDER ZOTOV CALLED ON NEA/ 

PAB DIRECTOR COON APRIL 28 TO DISCUSS AFGHAN EVENTS. 

ZOTOV CLAIMED AT OUTSET THAT HE HAD AS YET NO REPORTS FROM 
MOSCOW, ALTHOUGH HE UNDERSTOOD MFA WOULD BE SENDING OUT 
REPORT QUOTE PERHAPS TODAY UNQUOTE. HE OPINED THAT THE 
SOVIET EMBASSY IN KABUL WAS NOT ABLE TO FIND OUT AND 

REPORT MUCH TO MOSCOW UNDER CURRENT CONFUSED AND HAZARDOUS 
CIRCUMSTANCES. HE VOLUNTEERED THAT ONE OF HIS COLLEAGUES 
AT EMBASSY WHO HAD SERVED IN KABUL SOME YEARS AGO HAD 
DESCRIBED THE LEADING OFFICER IN THE COUP AS A QUOTE 
NATIONALIST. AND ANTI-MONARCH UNQUOTE, BUT ALLEGEDLY NOT 
WELL KNOWN TO SOVIET EMBASSY IN KABUL AT TIME. (ZOTOV ALSO 
CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN UNAWARE OF FACT KADIR HAD RECEIVED 
TRAINING IN USSR, ALTHOUGH THAT HAD BEEN REPORTED IN US 
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MEDIA). HE DID PROMISE TO KEEP COON INFORMED IF HE RE- 
CEIVED AN OFFICIAL REPORT FROM MOSCOW. 

2. ZOTOV OFFERED HIS PERSONAL OBSERVATION THAT THE QUOTE 
LESS TURBULENCE IN THAT PART OF THE WORLD, THE BETTER IT 
IS FOR US. UNQUOTE HE DOUBTED THAT IT WOULD BE IN USSR'S 
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INTERESTS TO HAVE SOMETHING DIFFERENT IN AFGHANISTAN FROM 
A QUOTE CALM, STABLE SITUATION, UNQUOTE AND DESCRIBED 
USSR-AFGHAN RELATIONS AS TRADITIONALLY QUOTE NORMAL AND 
QUIET UNQUOTE. HE REITERATED SEVERAL TIMES THAT THESE 
WERE PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS, AND THAT HE COULD GIVE NO 
AUTHORITATIVE STATEMENT UNTIL HE HAD SOME WORD FROM MOSCOW. 

3. ZOTOV ASKED WHETHER THERE HAD BEEN ANY DECLARATION 
FROM KABUL WHICH WOULD INDICATE THE POLITICAL COLORATION 
OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT, OR WHETHER WE HAD ANY CONFIRMATION 
THAT DAOUD HAD BEEN KILLED. 

4. COON REPLIED THAT WE WERE AWARE OF ONLY STATEMENTS 
COMING FROM AFGHAN RADIO, WHICH DESCRIBED NEW GOVERNMENT 
AS DEDICATED TO ISLAM, NEUTRALITY AND PEACE. WE HAD 

NO INFO OTHER THAN RADIO REPORTS ON DAOUD'S WELFARE/ 
WHEREABOUTS. THE US POSITION WAS THAT OUR RELATIONS 
WITH AFGHANISTAN HAVE ALWAYS BEEN GOOD, THAT IT IS IN 
EVERYONE'S INTERESTS THAT AFGHANISTAN BE INDEPENDENT, AND 
THAT WE HAVE NO DESIRE TO INTERFERE IN AFGHANISTAN. COON 
CONTINUED THAT OUR FIRST CONCERN WAS THE SAFETY OF OUR 
CITIZENS; AT PRESENT, AS FAR AS WE ARE AWARE, AMERICANS IN 
AFGHANISTAN ARE SAFE. THE SITUATION SEEMS TO BE QUIETING 
DOWN AT THE MOMENT. WE HAVE NO REPORTS ON THE SITUATION 
OUTSIDE KABUL. 
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5. FOR MOSCOW: ZOTOV GAVE THE IMPRESSION OF WANTING TO 
BE EXTREMELY FORTHCOMING, AND MOST OF HIS PERSONAL OBSER- 
VATIONS WERE VOLUNTEERED. HE NOTED THAT HE HAD RECENTLY 
WORKED IN MFA NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS. AND KNEW POL/EXT 
OFFICER MILES. IF EMBASSY HAS ANY OBSERVATIONS ON ZOTOV 
WHICH MIGHT BE HANDY HERE IF WE CONTINUE OUR DIALOGUE WITH 
HIM, THEY WOULD BE APPRECIATED. VANCE 
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